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in India. " The Yenadies and the Villees, according to Dr Short, are entirely without any belief in a future state ; and again, Hooker tells us that the Lepchas of Northern India have no religion."
Now the former of these statements, even if true, is not relevant. Belief in a future state is not to be identified with religion. The ancient Hebrews have often been accused of ignorance of a future life, but no one has ever said that they were without any religion. Then, the account of Dr Hooker's testimony regarding the Lepchas is most inadequate and misleading. Here are Dr Hooker's words from his Himalayan Journals: " The Lepchas profess no religion, though acknowledging the existence of good and bad spirits. To the good they pay no heed. 'Why should we ?' they say: 'the good spirits do us no harm; the evil spirits, who dwell in every rock, grove, and mountain, are constantly at mischief, and to them we must pray, for they hurt us/ Every tribe has a priest-doctor; he neither knows nor attempts to practise the healing art, but he is a pure exorcist, all bodily ailments being deemed the operation of devils, who are cast out by prayers and invocations. Still they acknowledge the Lamas to be very holy men, and were the latter only moderately active, they would soon convert all the Lepchas" (i. 135). It was absurd and self-contradictory in Dr Hooker to begin these lines with the words, " The